
The Unsinkable Ship (Our Island) 

 

 
Key Knowledge 

                    Timeline 

 

1985– The         
shipwreck of the 

Titanic was found.  

 

1911– Titanic was 
built in Belfast. 

 

Previous knowledge: The children 
have learnt about Grace Darling’s 
heroic rescue and how this led to 
the improvement of the RNLI. 
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 The Titanic sailed out of Southampton, England, on its maiden and only voyage on April 10th, 
1912.  

 The Titanic was on her maiden voyage, a return trip from Britain to America. The outward 
route was to be Southampton, England – Cherbourg, France – Queenstown, Ireland – New 
York, USA.  

 Titanic could carry up to 2,435 passengers, and a crew of approximately 900 brought her    
capacity to more than 3,300 people. 

 Titanic's passengers numbered 1,317 people: 324 in first class, 284 in second class, and 709 in 
third class  

 First class passengers were the wealthiest on board, and were mostly business men or        
politicians. Second class were often professors or authors while third class was made up of          
immigrants.  

 On April 15, 1912, the RMS Titanic sunk in the North Atlantic Ocean only four days into its 
maiden voyage. The Titanic collided into an iceberg near Newfoundland, Canada. The collision 
damaged the ship and its watertight compartments.  

 The titanic split into 3 pieces and it took only 5 minutes for the ship to start sinking. 

 After the sinking of the Titanic, the British and American Boards of Inquiry decided that ships 
should carry enough lifeboats for everyone on the ship. They would also be required to do     
lifeboat drills and inspections to avoid another mass boat-sinking accident. 

1912—Titanic set sail 
from Southampton. 10th 

April. 

1912—Titanic collided with 
an iceberg and sank. 14th-

15th April. 

1974– Laws were      
officially adopted to 

improve safety at sea. 

Disciplinary Vocabulary: 
compare, contrast, cause, 

effect, consequence,        
chronology 


