
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our Art curriculum is guided by the National Curriculum (2014) for KS1 Art and the statutory early years foundation stage and development 

matters frameworks. Pupils should be taught about:  

 to use a range of materials creatively to design and make products 

 to use drawing, painting and sculpture to develop and share their ideas, experiences and imagination 

 to develop a wide range of art and design techniques in using colour, pattern, texture, line, shape, form and space 

 about the work of a range of artists, craft makers and designers, describing the differences and similarities between different practices 

and disciplines, and making links to their own work. 

Intent  

Our intent is that the teaching of art will be based upon the knowledge and skills children need to become good artists and express themselves 

using art as a medium.  During their time in our school we will introduce children to a number of ‘the greats’ from the art world so they can 

explore, create and appraise their art.  Learning about the artists and their contributions they will learn about the importance of art in the past 

and the present.  They will explore painting, drawing and sculpture and be taught a series of knowledge and skills which culminates in a finished 

piece of art for each theme.  The curriculum is carefully planned to build progressively from the EYFS through Years 1 and 2.  Our intention is 

that our children will grow to love and appreciate art and become curious young people who want to find out more.  We aim to give them the 

knowledge and skills they need to appraise art and form their own opinions and to be able to use art in their own lives.  
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Year 1 

Autumn term  

Drawing 

 (Living locally) 

The children are taught 

about the English artist, 

John Constable, who 

specialised in drawing 

and painting landscapes 

such as castles. 

 

Year 1 

Spring term  

Sculpture 

(Our Island) 

The children look at the work of 

Andrew Goldsworthy, discuss 

his art work, and how the art 

work is made using natural 

materials found outdoors. 

Year 1 

Summer term 

Painting 

 (Our big, wide world) 

Art looking at the 

international artist 

Giuseppe Arcimboldo. The 

children explore making 

artwork using different 

fruits and vegetables and 

linking this to places in the 

world where these fruits 

and vegetables are grown. 

 

Year 2 

Autumn term  

 Drawing/Painting 

(Living locally) 

Children are taught 

about the local artist 

Henry Moore and focus 

on his representations of 

mining life, they then 

compare his artwork 

with that of LS Lowry. 

 

Year 2 

Spring term  

 Painting 

(Our Island) 

Children learn about the 

life and work of Spanish 

artist Pablo Picasso.  

Picasso was an active 

artist when the Titanic 

sank in 1912. Cubism 

was the specific period 

in Picasso’s work at this 

time.   

Year 2 

Summer term 

Sculpture  

 (Our big, wide world) 

Children are taught 

about the local artist 

Barbara Hepworth with a 

focus on printing, 

sculpture and form. 

Comparisons are made 

between Hepworth’s 

sculptures and the Moai 

sculptures on Easter 

Island. 

EYFS - In the EYFS children have had independent access to art and modelling through continuous provision.  They have been able to think of 

their own ideas and use the available tools to make them.  They have talked about what they have made and drawn to adults in the setting. 

They have explored art in nature through the outdoor environment e.g. through leaves, spider webs etc. They have explored the work of 

some artists which have linked to their learning e.g. Van Gogh, Kandinsky and Warhol. 

 



Progression Overview 

 
 

EYFS Year 1 Year 2 

Painting  Safely use and explore a variety of materials, 
tools and techniques, experimenting with colour, 
design, texture, form and function; 
ELG 2021 
 
Explore, use and refine a variety of artistic 
effects to express their ideas and feelings.   
Teach children to develop their colour-mixing 
techniques to enable them to match the colours 
they see and want to represent, with step-by-
step guidance when appropriate 
Development matters 2020 

 Experiment with a variety of media; e.g. 
different brush sizes and tools. 

 Explore lightening and darkening paint 
without the use of black or white. 

 Begin to control the types of marks 

made with the range of media.  

 Start to record simple media 
explorations in a sketch book. 

 Know the primary colours.  

 Start to mix a range of secondary 
colours, moving towards predicting 
resulting colours. 

 

 to use drawing, painting and sculpture 
to develop and share their ideas, 
experiences and imagination 

 to develop a wide range of art and 
design techniques in using colour, 
pattern, texture, line, shape, form and 
space 

National Curriculum 2014 
 

 Begin to experiment with a range of 
painting techniques e.g. layering, mixing 
media, and adding texture. 

 Begin to mix colour shades and tones. 

 Use a sketchbook to plan and develop 

simple ideas and continue to store 
information on colour mixing, the colour 
wheel and colour spectrums. 

 Use a brush to produce marks 
appropriate to work e.g. small brush for 
small marks. 

Drawing  

Sculpture  Safely use and explore a variety of materials, 
tools and techniques, experimenting with colour, 
design, texture, form and function; 
ELG 2021 

 
 Teach children different techniques for 

joining materials, such as how to use 
adhesive tape and different sorts of 
glue. 

 Provide a range of materials and tools 
and teach children to use them with 
care and precision. 

 Provide children with a range of 
materials for children to construct with.  

Development matters 2020 

 Experiment with a variety of malleable 
media such as clay, papier mache, Salt 
dough, modroc 

 Shape and model materials for a 
purpose from observation and 
imagination. 

 Continue to manipulate malleable 
materials in a variety of ways including 
rolling, inching and kneading. 

 Impress and apply simple decoration 
techniques: impressed, painted, 
applied. 

 Use tools and equipment safely and in 
the correct way. 

 

 to use drawing, painting and sculpture 
to develop and share their ideas, 
experiences and imagination 

 to use a range of materials creatively to 
design and make products 

National Curriculum 2014 
 

 Use equipment and media with 
increasing confidence. 

 Shape, form, construct and model from 
observation and imagination. 

 Use a sketchbook to plan and develop 
simple ideas and making simple 
informed choices in media. 

 Demonstrate experience in surface 
patterns/ textures and use them when 
appropriate. 

 Explore carving as a form of 3D art. 



Textiles Make use of props and materials when role 
playing characters in narratives and stories 
ELG 2021 
 
 

 

 Begin to identify different forms of 
textiles. Have experience in colouring 
textiles: printing, fabric crayons.  

 Begin to identify different types and 
textures of fabric and materials for 
collage.  

 Use appropriate language to describe 
colours, media, equipment and textures. 

 Begin to identify different types of 
textile. 

 Match and sort fabrics and threads for 
colour, texture, length, size and shape. 

 Use a sketchbook to plan and develop 
simple ideas and make simple informed 
choices on media. 

 Change and modify threads and fabrics, 
knotting, fraying, fringing, pulling, 
twisting, plaiting. 

 Gain experience in applying colour with 
printing, dipping, fabric crayons 

 Create and use natural dyes i.e. onion 
skins, tea, coffee 

Talking as an artist  
Evaluation  
 

Share their creations, explaining the process 
they have used. 
ELG 2021 
 
Return to and build on their previous learning, 
refining ideas and developing their ability to 
represent them.  
Create collaboratively, sharing ideas, resources 
and skills. 

 Encourage them to think about and 
discuss what they want to make. 
Discuss problems and how they might 
be solved as they arise. Reflect with 
children on how they have achieved 
their aims. 

 Visit galleries and museums to generate 
inspiration and conversation about art 
and artists.  

 Provide opportunities to work together 
to develop and realise creative ideas. 

Development matters 2020 

 Look at and talk about own work and 
that of other artists and the techniques 
and media they had used. 

Discuss the work of a range of artists, craft 
makers and designers, describing the 
differences and similarities between different 
practices and disciplines, and making links to 
their own work. 
National Curriculum 2014 
 

 Discuss own work and others work, 
expressing thoughts and feelings. 

 Identify changes they might make or 
how their work could be developed 
further. 

 

 

 

  



 Autumn Spring Summer 

Year Group EYFS Introduced in nursery and 

deepened in reception.  

EYFS Introduced in nursery and 

deepened in reception.  

EYFS Introduced in nursery and 

deepened in reception.  

Theme All About Me  Once Upon a Time One World 

Artist Andy Warhol Vincent Van Gough Wassily Kandinsky 

Overview – 

Nursery 

Through the theme ‘All About Me’ the 

children look at pictures of people that 

are important to them. They look at 

pictures of their families and they paint 

self-portraits.   

The children are given the opportunity 

to create pictures showing a variety of 

emotions.  

They create a piece of transient autumn 

artwork based on what they have 

observed with the changing seasons. 

The children explore traditional tales, 

looking at the characters and settings. 

Nursery create a scenic piece of 

artwork in the style of Vincent Van 

Gough’s Starry Night and Sunflowers.  

 

The children develop their 

understanding of colours by mixing 

powder paints and creating patterns 

and colours, as inspired by 

Kandinsky.  

The children develop the skills of 

drawing for a purpose using fine 

details.  

Overview – 

Reception  

Through the theme ‘All About Me’ the 

children build upon prior knowledge of 

self-portraits to create Andy Warhol 

inspired pictures.  

The children are given the opportunity 

to develop their understanding of 

colours by mixing powder paints to 

create new colours.  

They will create a piece of autumnal 

themed artwork using natural 

resources they have collected.  

Through the theme ‘Once Upon a 

Time” the children create pictures 

inspired by Vincent Van Gough.  

They create a piece of winter art and 

celebration cards. 

The children paint pictures of 

characters from stories they have 

read and listened to.  

The children create observational 

sketches and paintings of plants and 

natural objects.  

The children create Kandinsky 

inspired pictures. They will look at 

using colours for a particular 

purpose, creating shapes and 

patterns.  

The children are given the 

opportunity to draw maps.  

Key 

vocabulary  

colour, autumn, self-portrait, mixing  winter, plants, sketch, paint patterns, shapes, map, detail 



Year group 1 1 1 

Theme  Living locally Our Island and beyond Our big, wide world 

Overview Drawing  
The children are taught about the 
English artist, John Constable, who 
specialised in drawing and painting 
landscapes such as castles. Using 
paint, the children create their own 
picture of a castle inspired by John 
Constable. Prior to producing a final 
piece of artwork, the children 
experiment with drawing lines of 
different thickness and style using 
sketch pencils.  

Sculpture 
The children look at the work of 
Andrew Goldsworthy, discuss his 
artwork, and how the art work is 
made using natural materials found 
outdoors. Taking inspiration from 
Goldsworthy’s 3D sculptures, the 
children create their own artwork in 
small groups, using natural 
materials sourced outside.  
 

Painting 
Art looking at the international artist 
Giuseppe Arcimboldo. The children 
will explore making art work using 
different fruits and vegetables and 
linking this to places in the world 
where these fruits and vegetables 
are grown. 

Previous knowledge  In the EYFS children have had independent access to art and modelling through continuous provision.  They have 
been able to think of their own ideas and use the available tools to make them.  They have talked about what they 
have made and drawn to adults in the setting. They have explored art in nature through the outdoor environment 
e.g. through leaves, spider webs etc. They have explored the work of some artists which have linked to their 
learning e.g. Van Gogh  
 

Taught artistic skills Drawing 

 Explore and discuss John 
Constables work 

 Hold a pencil correctly 

 Experiment with different HB 
pencils, observing the 
differences 

 Using pencils to create 
straight and curved lines 

 Apply these skills to a sketch 
of a castle 

 Give and receive peer 
feedback 

 Explore mixing secondary 
colours 

Sculpture 

 Explore and discuss Andrew 
Goldsworthy’s work 

 Explore textures of natural 
materials 

 Apply previous taught 
sketching skills to draw a 
piece of natural material and 
add texture using line and 
shade 

Painting/Printing 

 Explore and discuss 
Giuseppe Arcimboldo’s work 

 Explore the textures/sizes of 
fruits and vegetables 

 Arrange these to create a 
portrait, looking at the shape, 
size and texture 

 Using DT techniques, cut 
fruits and vegetables for 
printing 

 Using primary and secondary 
colours, print using the fruit 
and vegetable stamps  

 Give and receive peer 
feedback 



Finished product  Paint a castle using acrylic 
paints 

 Evidence: finished piece in 
books 

 

 Create patterns in natural 
materials on large scales, 
choosing the right size, 
texture and shape for their 
sculpture 

 Evidence: photo of their 
sculpture 

 Using the fruit and vegetable 
stamps to create a portrait in 
the style of Giuseppe 
Arcimboldo  

 Evidence: finished piece in 
books  

Specific vocabulary  colour   
line (thick, thin, straight, curved) 
primary colours 
secondary colours 
texture 
landscape 

collage  
sculpture  
3D  
natural  
materials 
sculptor 
 

collage 
pattern 
print  
shape 

 

Year group 2 2 2 

Theme  Living locally Our Island and beyond Our big, wide world  

Overview Drawing 
Children are taught about the local 
artist Henry Moore and focus on his 
representations of mining life. They 
then compare his artwork with that 
of LS Lowry, Lowry is also famous 
for his industrial scenes in the North 
of England, and both artists were 
active in the same time period. The 
children produce a piece of artwork 
in the style of Henry Moore using 
charcoal. The children also create a 
industrial street scene inspired by 
LS Lowry, using powder paints.  
 

Drawing/Painting  
Children learn about the life and 
work of Spanish artist Pablo 
Picasso.  Picasso was an active 
artist when the Titanic sank in 1912. 
Cubism was the specific period in 
Picasso’s work at this time.  Cubism 
is when the artist paints an object, 
like a bottle, from lots of different 
angles all in the same picture. 
Children will explore the abstract 
work of Picasso and compare this to 
the other artists they have studied 
e.g. Constable. They will learn the 
principles of cubism and apply these 
principles to their own abstract 
portrait using bold colours and 2D 
shapes.  
 

Sculpture 
Children are taught about the local 
artist Barbara Hepworth with a focus 
on printing, sculpture and form. 
Comparisons are made between 
Hepworth’s sculptures and the Moai 
sculptures on Easter Island, where 
Captain Cook visited. The children 
use clay to create their own 
sculptures in the style of Barbara 
Hepworth. The children have the 
opportunity to experience 
Hepworth’s sculptures through a 
visit to the Hepworth Gallery in 
Wakefield. 
 
 



Previous knowledge  Building upon the EYFS in Year 1 children have learned about the mediums of drawing, painting and sculpture in 
the context of local, national and global.  They have explored the work of famous artists such as Constable, 
Goldsworthy and Arcimboldo.  They will talk about art saying what they like/dislike about pieces, they will have 
developed their knowledge and skills associated with the taught medium for example in drawing the types and uses 
of different lines, they will then apply this to their own pieces of art work.   

Taught artistic skills Drawing 

 Experiment creating shade 
and tone with charcoal 

 Explore the work of Henry 
Moore, paying particular 
attention to the shapes and 
lines used  

 Sketch a first draft of a Henry 
Moore inspired mining picture  

 Explore Lowry’s artwork, 
comparing it to Henry 
Moore’s 

 Explore how sketching 
shapes and lines can create 
perspective 

 Apply taught sketching skills 
to a first draft of an industrial 
Lowry scene  

Drawing/Painting  

 Explore Pablo Picasso’s work 

 Experiment creating pictures 
using 2D shapes from 
different angles 

 Sketch a first draft of a 
portrait using 2D shapes 

 Using peer feedback, create 
an improved second draft in 
pencil 

 Explore the colours used by 
Pablo Picasso in his work 

Sculpture 

 Explore and discuss Barbara 
Hepworth’s sculptures 

 Sketch a Barbara Hepworth 
3D sculpture 

 Explore working with clay as a 
material, moulding and 
shaping it 

 Be taught use of each clay 
tool, with the opportunity to 
experiment using each tool 

 Make a first draft of a 
sculpture using design. 

 Compare Barbara Hepworth’s 
sculptures to the Moai Easter 
Island sculptures 

Finished product  Create a final piece of Henry 
Moore inspired artwork using 
charcoal 

 Sketch a final piece of a 
Lowry inspired industrial 
scene, adding colour using 
paint  

 Evidence: final piece of both 
art works in books 

 Create 2 final portraits, 
adding colour using acrylic 
paint and oil pastels 

 Evidence: final piece using 
both mediums in books 

 Use clay to create a sculpture 
in the style of Hepworth’s 

 Create a Moai Easter Island 
sculpture  

 Evidence: photo of both 
sculptures 

 



Specific vocabulary  sculpture 
sculptor 
industrial  
charcoal  
tone 
tint 
shade 
perspective 

abstract 
cubism  
modern  
shape 
portrait 
period 
movement  
primary colours 
secondary colours 
 

material  
sculpture 
form 
clay 
shape 
sculptor  
tools 
3D 
carving 
 

 


