Religious Education Policy Common Road Infant and Nursery School

'Faith is to believe what you do not see; the reward of this faith is to see what you believe.'

Introduction

Religious Education helps children understand the complexity of people's lives locally, nationally and globally,
the diversity of societies, and the relationship between different groups, as well as their own identity. We
encourage our children to develop tolerance and respect of others’ views whilst being secure in the
knowledge that their own opinions, views and feelings are valued.

Aims

At Common Road Infant School and Nursery we use the Wakefield locally-agreed syllabus for Religious
Education to deliver a high-quality Religious Education for our children. This curriculum enables all of the
children in our school to acquire and develop skills, knowledge, a mutual respect and tolerance of different
beliefs and religions. The syllabus encourages and enables pupils to explore their own beliefs, values and
traditions and in a meaningful and engaging way.

Through RE teaching our children will gain a coherent knowledge and a deep understanding of a range of
world religions. Through this teaching, we will spark children's curiosity to find out and know more about
different religions and cultures. Our teaching must provoke questions about meaning and purpose, beliefs
about God, issues of right and wrong, and what it means to be human. It must also provide opportunities for
children to discuss and debate and for misconceptions and stereotypes to be addressed swiftly and
effectively by skilled teachers. Through religious education we aim to acknowledge our children's immediate
needs and nurture their spiritual, moral, social and cultural awareness ensuring they grow into valued and
responsible adults.

Early Years Foundation Stage

In the Early Years the locally agreed syllabus is followed alongside Development matters and the EYFS
Framework documents linking closely with the ‘Understanding the World' strand of the EYFS curriculum. In
the EYFS children build their understanding of religious stories, people and places. They also look at
celebrations and festivals and why these are important. They do this through regular teaching and themed
weeks/events.

Children's thoughts, opinions and reflections are recorded by adults in the child's RE book.

Key Stage 1

During Key Stage 1 pupils are taught knowledge, skills and understanding through learning about Christians,
Muslims, Hindus, Jewish and Humanist people through three key questions: Believing, Expressing and Living.
Each unit of work identifies prior learning and shows how this is built upon. Teaching: RE is taught to allow
suitable links to be made to specific religious festivals taking place. Children gain a deeper understanding
of the religion studied through the use of high quality resources/artefacts, including stories.

Alongside evidence gathered in lessons children’s thoughts, opinions and reflections are recorded by adults
in the child's RE book to build an accurate picture of their understanding.

Floor books are used in Reception and KS1 to gather further evidence of learning.

Whole school themed weeks and events are used to further enhance the RE curriculum offer as are visitors
in to the school and visits to places of worship.



The teaching sequence for the Local Authority agreed syllabus is based on the following.

Step 1: Key question e Select a key question.
e Make sure that you can explain where this unit/question

fits into key stage planning e.g. how it builds on previous

learning in RE, what other subject areas it links to, if

appropriate.

Step 2: Select e Use the learning outcomes from column 2 of the key

. question outlines/units of study.

Iearmng outcomes e Select learning outcomes appropriate for the age and
ability of your pupils.

e Being clear about these outcomes will help you to decide
what and how to teach.

Step 3: Select e Look at the suggested content for your key question,
from column 3 in the key question outlines/units of
specific content study.

e Select the best content (from here, or additional
information from elsewhere) to help you to teach in an
engaging way so that pupils achieve the learning
outcomes.

Step 4: Turn the learning outcomes into pupil-friendly ‘Il can’ or
“You can’ or ‘Can you?’ statements.

Assessment: write Make the learning outcomes specific to the content you
are teaching, to help you know just what it is that you

SpECifiC pupil want pupils to be able to understand and do as a result

of their learning.

These ‘I can/you can’ statements will help you to
integrate assessment for learning within your teaching,
so that there is no need to do a separate end-of-unit
assessment.

outcomes

Step 5: Develop Develop active learning opportunities and investigations,
using some engaging stimuli, to enable pupils to achieve

teaching and the outcomes.

Iearning activities Make sure there are regular opportunities for pupils to

revisit and recall past learning.

Don’t forget the skills you want pupils to develop, as well
as the content you want them to understand.

Make sure that the activities allow pupils to practise
these skills as well as show their understanding.

Pedagogical approaches

We use a range of teaching and learning styles when delivering RE lessons this includes activities such as
discussion, role-play/small world, religious stories, games, circle-time, problem-solving activities, use of
artefacts and outdoor learning. At Common Road Infant School, children are informed about a variety of
religious festivals that take place throughout the year to demonstrate how people with different religious
beliefs live and worship alongside each other.



Teachers use pedagogical approaches to learning taking into account the science of cognitive load theory,
memory and retention. They build into lessons opportunity to review taught content in a variety of ways
to ensure that children retain the knowledge and skills they have been taught. Teachers understand the
need to hook this knowledge onto previous learning and again use lesson review to activate prior learning.

Children's RE books start in Reception and follow the child through school to build a picture of their
development in these subject areas.

Pupils with SEND

At Common Road Infant and Nursery School, teachers are responsible for ensuring that all pupils can
successfully access RE education, regardless of gender, race, culture, background and ability. Barriers to
learning are reduced through effective provision and support in order to ensure that all children can
positively participate in the learning community. We provide learning opportunities matched to the needs of
the children and we take into account the targets set for individual children in their One Page Profiles. The
wider curriculum is planned to meet the needs of all children including children with SEND.

Assessment and recording

On-going assessment in Reception and at the end of Key Stage 1 is established through regular observations
and monitoring of work in children's RE and floor books. RE books are the children's portfolio of work the
children keep the same RE book as they move up through the school in order to show progression of skills
and knowledge in RE. At the end of the academic year, teachers will assess the children as working towards
or working at age related expectations in RE. Teachers will use appropriate approaches to assessment that:

o allow for different learning styles and ensure that pupils are given the chance and encouragement
to demonstrate their competence and attainment through appropriate means.
e provides clear feedback to pupils to aid further learning.

Resources/Health and safety

This will include considering potential risks and hazards and the following of simple instructions to limit the
risks to themselves and others. The children are shown how to use resources safely as per the risk
assessment for the teaching of RE.

Monitoring and review

The monitoring of RE across the school is the responsibility of the subject leader alongside Senior Leaders.
RE is reviewed through lesson observations, work in pupil books and the monitoring of planning. Pupil voice
is a key aspect of the monitoring process and is tfaken into account through pupil discussions about subject
knowledge and RE teaching in general.
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