
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our Music curriculum is guided by the National Curriculum (2014) for KS1 music and the statutory early years foundation stage and development 

matters frameworks. Pupils should be taught about:  

 use their voices expressively and creatively by singing songs and speaking chants and rhymes  

 play tuned and un-tuned instruments musically 

 listen with concentration and understanding to a range of high-quality live and recorded music 

 experiment with, create, select and combine sounds using the inter-related dimensions of music. 

 Sing a range of well-known nursery rhymes and songs;  

 Perform songs, rhymes, poems and stories with others, and – when appropriate – try to move in time with music. 

Intent  

At Common Road Infant and Nursery School we aim to help the children to develop a love of music and support them in developing a secure 

subject knowledge. We have implemented a scheme of work developed by Wakefield Music Service using the online platform Charanga to 

provide a relevant, challenging and enjoyable curriculum for music for all the children in school.  

The Charanga Musical School Scheme provides teachers with week-by-week lesson support for each year group in the school. It is ideal for 

specialist and non-specialist teachers and provides lesson plans, assessment, clear progression, and engaging and exciting resources to 

support every lesson. The scheme supports all the requirements of the national curriculum and provides multiple opportunities to play tuned and 

un-tuned instruments.  

In line with the curriculum for music and guidance from Ofsted, this scheme moves away from the previous levels and learning 

objective/outcome concepts to an integrated, practical, exploratory and child-led approach to musical learning. 

The music specialist supports teachers to deliver a high quality music education that engages the pupils to develop a love of music and develop 

their talents as musicians.  

Through our teaching of music, we aim to expose children to a range of genres of music and introduce them to some of the world’s best pieces of 

music across the ages.  
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Implementation  

Common Road Infant and Nursery school develops musicianship through high quality music lessons as well as across the curriculum. A two-year 

planned music cycle exposes children to a piece music each half term during assemblies which includes influential pieces of classical music 

such as Saint Saens carnival of the animals which develops children’s appraisal skills. A weekly singing assembly allows the children to develop 

their singing skills as a whole school ensemble. Specific pieces of music within these assemblies make links to jigsaw topics and the schools 

learning muscles such as the learning muscle being brave and jigsaw’s celebrating differences. Subjects such as PE can incorporate different 

elements of music for physical movement and interpretation in dance. There is love for performing when children take part in Christmas 

Nativities, class assemblies and end of year performances. The school also has a choir who perform for a range of audiences including care 

homes and school events.  

 

The inter-related dimensions of music (elements) 

Across the music curriculum, teachers support children to understand the interrelated dimensions of music. The elements of music constitute 
parts of music, which not taught in silo. Teachers and the curriculum design will decide which elements should been draw out.  
 
PULSE: the steady beat of a piece of a piece of music  
PITCH: the melody and the way the notes change from low to high and vice versa.  
RHYTHM: or duration is the pattern of long and short sounds in a piece of music  
DYNAMICS: Loud and soft 
TEMPO: Fast and slow  
TIMBRE: The type of sound – whisper/hum/sing/talk (examples with the voice) or twinkly/hard/soft (examples with instruments)  
TEXTURE: Layers of sound (number of instruments or voices playing together) 
STRUCTURE: The way the music is laid out –e.g. Verse, chorus, verse. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Progression Overview 

Controlling sounds through singing and playing (Play and Perform)  

 Nursery  Reception Year 1 
 
 

Year 2 

 Autumn 

Substantive 
Knowledge 

To know a sound is 
something you can hear.  
 
To know songs have words 
in them.  
 
To know other people can 
make sounds. 
 
To know animals make 
sounds.  
 

To know some nursery 
rhymes have stories.  
To know their voice is an 
instrument. 
 
Understand that a 
performance is sharing 
music.  
 
The purpose of a 
performance is to entertain 
others.  
 
 

Know the musical terms 
pitch, rhythm and pulse 
and use them 
appropriately. 
 
Know that singing as a 
group is known as an 
ensemble.  
 
To know a performance is 
sharing music with other 
people, called an 
audience.  
 

A performance can be a 
special occasion and can 
involve a solo, duet, or 
ensemble.  
 
An audience can include 
parents, family and friends.  
 
An audience can give 
feedback about the 
performance.  
 
To know we need to warm up 
our voices. 
 
To know that melody is the 
main tune of the song. 
Melodies can create positive 
and negative feelings 

Disciplinary  
Knowledge  

Sing nursery rhymes and 
other songs I know well.  
 
To sing with other people.  
 
 
 

Perform nursery rhymes by 
singing familiar word/songs, 
adding actions or dance.  
 
Take part in a performance 
and talk about their role.  
  
To sing a familiar song for 
an audience.  
 
To sing in a low and high 
pitch. And/or match the 
pitch of another singer.  
 

Listen to the rhythm and 
copy it back using actions 
or sounds.  
 
Learn to stop and start 
singing when following a 
leader.  
 
Treat instruments with 
care and respect.  
 
Listen and follow musical 
instructions from a leader.  
 

Learn to find a comfortable 
singing position.  
 
Use voices expressively and 
creatively.  
 
To sing with the sense of 
shape of the melody.  
 
Play the part in time with the 
steady pulse. 
 
To perform as part of an 
ensemble and/or a solo with 



Take part in a performance 
and say how they were 
feeling/felt about the whole 
performance.  
 

increased awareness of 
pitch, pulse and Rhythm. 
 
To perform rhythmical 
patterns and 
accompaniments, keeping a 
steady pulse. 

 Spring 

Substantive 
Knowledge  

To know they can make 
sounds using instruments.  
 
Music is something you 
listen to.  
 

To know that songs have 
sections. 
 
When we sing we must 
follow the pulse so that the 
lyrics are in time to the 
music.  

To name the instrument 
they are playing and know 
some of the notes in their 
instrumental part.  
 

We add high and low sounds, 
pitch, and timbre when we 
sing and play our 
instruments.  
 
Songs can be sang in other 
ways of using the voice e.g. 
rapping (spoken words) 
(Timbre) 
 
Timbre is the type of sound 
instruments make.  
 

Disciplinary 
knowledge  

To sing and play 
instruments with other 
people.  
 
To sing and play 
instruments for other 
people.  
 

To sing in a group or as a 
solo.  
 
 
 

Use voices in different 
ways such as speaking, 
singing and chanting.  
 
To perform simple 
rhythmical patterns, 
beginning to show an 
awareness of pulse.  
 
To think about others when 
performing. 
 

To start and stop singing 
including duets and 
overlapping group singing. 
(texture) 
 
Learn to play a tuned 
instrument that matches their 
musical challenge, using one 
of the differentiated parts (a 
one-note, simple or medium 
part). 
 

 Summer 

Substantive  
Knowledge  

Voices can be high or low 
when singing.  
 
People can match their 
voice to another.  

We can share a 
performance in front of 
others.  
 

 
I can perform a simple 
repeated pattern using un-
tuned instruments. 
 

 
Duration is how long or short 
a note is.  
 



The purpose of sharing our 
performance is to entertain 
others.  
 
 

I can perform a simple part 
rhythmically using the un-
tuned instruments. 
 
 
 

Disciplinary 
Knowledge 

 
To sing in a high/low voice. 
 
To sing in a high or low 
voice to copy the singer. 
 
Sing a song to others.  
 
I can play music fast and 
slow.  
 
 
 

I perform for audiences of 
varying sizes, including one 
person, a class/ whole 
school or family and friends 
 
Make changes to their voice 
to express different 
moods/feelings. (high/low) 
 

 
  

 
 
Simple repeated patterns 
creates a rhythm.  
 

 
 
To create and choose sounds 
for a specific effect.  
 
I sing a note of different 
duration.  
 
 
 
 
  



Creating and developing  musical ideas (create and compose) 

 Nursery Reception 
 

Year 1 Year 2 

 Autumn 

Substantive 
Knowledge 

Different instruments make 
different sounds. 

To know that the words of the 
song can tell stories and 
paint pictures. 
 

Know sounds can be 
organised into music.  
 
Tempo is how fast or slow 
the piece of music is.  
 

Know music can be recorded in 
symbols 
 
To know that music has a 
steady pulse and that rhythms 
are different from the steady 
pulse.  

Disciplinary 
Knowledge 

Choose an instrument with 
purpose.  

I can compose a performance 
by:  

- Creating song lyrics.  

To know about and 
experiment with sounds.  
 

Repeat short rhythmic and 
melodic patterns.  
 

 Spring 

Substantive 
Knowledge 

To know that instruments 
can be played in different 
ways e.g. tapped, shaken. 
 
To can identify and name 
some instruments.  
 

To identify the pulse in the 
music piece.  
 
To know the pulse is a steady 
beat.  
 
All pieces of music have a 
pulse.  
 
A pulse helps us keep in time 
with the music.  
 
 

The dynamics in a piece of 
music are how loud or 
quiet it is. 
 
Know which instrument to 
use for the desired sound.  
 
To know that we can 
create rhythms from 
words.  
 

I understand some instruments 
are tuned and un-tuned. 
 
To know the pitch cannot be 
changed in an un-tuned 
instrument.  
  
Performers can record their 
music so it can be improved.  
 
Improvisation is when you 
create music without planning.  
 

Disciplinary 
Knowledge 

I can play instruments in 
different ways. 
Fast/slow/quiet/loud. 
 

I can create a pulse using a 
musical instrument that can 
be tapped or shaken.  
 
To copy the pulse or rhythm 
in different ways such as 
clapping, marching.  
 
Explore instruments, their 
parts and the sounds they 
make.  

To recognise and explore 
how sounds can be 
organised.  
 
Copy back a short 
rhythmic phrase based on 
words, with one or two 
syllables maintaining a 
steady beat.   
 

Help create three simple 
melodies with the units using 
one, three or five different 
notes,  
 
To begin to explore, choose, 
and order sounds using the 
inter-related dimensions of 
music. 
 



 

 

 

 Summer  

Substantive  
Knowledge 

People can make up their 
own their own song.  

Musicians compose pieces if 
music.  
 
Composers think about the 
lyrics, instruments and the 
pulse when creating a song.  
 
Music we listen to has been 
composed first.  
 
 

A musician will follow 
notes so that they know 
what to play.  
 
Know that composing is 
like writing a story with 
music.  
 
Notes are visual 
representations of music.  
 

A crochet is one beat  
 
A quaver is half a beat.  
 
The order of the note makes the 
music sound different.  
 

Disciplinary 
Knowledge 

I can make up my own song, 
playing the instrument in 
different ways adding words 
or sounds.  

Compose a performance by 
changing song lyrics.  
 
Compose my own song by 
selecting a musical 
instrument to create the 
pulse.  
 

To identify and organise 
sounds using simple 
criteria e.g. dynamics, 
tempo. (beginning, middle 
and end). 
 
To create and choose 
sounds using one, two or 
three notes.  
 

Learn how the notes of the 
composition can be written 
down and changed if 
necessary.  
 
 
To identify what improvements 
could be made to own work and 
make these changes, including 
altering use of voice, playing of 
and choice of instruments, at 
times from feedback given.  
 
 



Responding and reviewing (Appraising skills) 

 Nursery  Reception Year 1 Year 2 

Charanga 
Themes  

 
  

Me! :Variety of musical styles  
 
My Stories : Variety of 
musical styles 
 
Everyone!  : Variety of 
musical styles. 
 
Our world : Wide variety of 
musical styles 
 
Big bear: funk 
 
Reflect, rewind, replay: 
Classical  
 
 

Hey You! : Old School Hip 
Hop. 
 
Rhythm in the way we walk 
and Banana rap :  Reggae 
 
In the groove :Blues, 
Baroques, Latin, Bhangra, 
Folk, Funk 
 
Round and Round : Bossa 
Nova 
 
Your imagination : Pop 
 
Reflect, Rewind, and 
replay : Classical  

Hands, Feet, Heart : Afropop, 
South African  
 
Ho Ho Ho : Rapping and 
improvising for Christmas  
 
 
I Wanna be in a Band : Rock 
 
Zootime : Reggae 
 
Friendship song : Pop 
 
Reflect, Rewind, and Replay : 
Classical  
 

 Autumn 

Substantive 
Knowledge 

Songs can make you want to 
move in different ways.  

I can identify the pitch in the 
piece of music I listen to.  
 
A song can tell a story.  
 
Music can make us feel 
different emotions.  

To talk about how music 
makes you feel or want to 
move. E.g, it makes me 
want to jump/sleep/shout 
etc.  
 

To respond to different moods 
in music and explain thinking 
about changes in sound.  
 
To learn how music can tell a 
story or describe an idea.  
 
Identify the melody within a 
song.  
 

Disciplinary 
Knowledge 

I listen to sounds/ songs/ 
music. 
 
I can move my body to 
express my feelings.  

I can say what pitch the 
music is played in.  
 

I can identify the 
pulse/beat of the music. 
 

 
To talk about the meaning 
behind the piece of music and 
the message it is trying to 
convey.  



I can show how I feel about a 
piece of music using my body 
and actions.  

Use body movements to show 
the melody of the music.  
 

 Spring 

Substantive  
Knowledge 

 
Different instruments make 
different sounds 

 
Music can represent feelings 
and emotions.  
 
One or more instruments can 
play a piece of music.  
 
 

 
To name different 
composers. 
 
To name different genres 
of music.  

 
Music can tell a story or 
describe an idea and this can 
be interpreted in different ways.  

Disciplinary 
Knowledge 

 
I can talk about the sounds 
the instruments make.  

To listen attentively, move to 
and talk about music to 
express their feelings and 
responses. 
 
I can identify some of the 
instruments in a piece of 
music.  
 

I can describe what I hear 
and give an opinion about 
the work of musician.  
 
I can identify the tempo of 
the piece and begin to talk 
about why the composer 
chose that tempo.  
 
I identify the dynamics 
within the piece of music.  
 

 
I can copy a dance in time with 
the music to reflect its story/ 
idea.  

 Summer  

Substantive 
Knowledge 

 
A song can be about 
anything.  

 
People have opinions about a 
piece of music.  

 
An audience can have an 
opinion about different 
parts of a performance or 
a piece of music.  

 
A composer can compose 
multiple pieces of music.  
 
Different composers can 
compose music within the same 
genre.  



Disciplinary   
To talk about the meaning of 
simple songs.  

Watch and talk about dance 
and performance art, 
expressing their feelings and 
responses. 
 

To think about and make 
simple suggestions about 
what could make their own 
work better. E.g: play 
faster or louder. 
 

To identify what improvements 
could be made to own work and 
make these changes, including 
altering use of voice, playing of 
and choice of instruments 
 
 
I can identify the musical genre 
of the piece and make 
comparisons between 
composers. 

Vocabulary  Play  
Sing 
Instrument 
Listen  
Fast  
High 
Low  
Quiet  
Loud  
Tap  
Shake 
Beat 
Nursery rhyme   
 

Play  
Perform  
respond 
Share 
Instrument 
Voice 
Chorus 
Pitch  
Pulse 
Rhythm 
Compose 
Pattern  
Instrument names.  
 

Play  
Perform  
Ensemble 
Solo 
Audience 
Pulse  
Rhythm  
Tempo 
Dynamics 
Patterns 
Notes 
String  
Beater 
Instrumental parts.  

Play  
Performance 
Solo 
Duet 
Ensemble 
Melody  
Beat 
Pulse  
Rhythm 
Pitch  
Timbre 
Tempo  
Texture 
Duration 
Create 
Appraise 
Tuned 
Untuned 
Genre 
Record 
Compose 
Crochet 
Quaver 



Oracy 
Opportunities  

 Partner talk and class 
discussions using 
descriptive language 
to describe the 
sounds the children 
can hear and the 
ways in which 
instruments are 
played e.g bang, tap.  

 

 Partner talk and class 
discussion to explain 
how the instrument is 
being played e.g. fast, 
slow. 

 

 Perform nursery 
rhymes within a group 
and discuss the 
meaning of the rhyme.  

 

 To change the way in 
which they sing to 
match rhythm and 
tune   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Use of inter-related 
dimensions of music 
and key vocabulary 
throughout the topic.  

 Answering questions 
about a piece of music. 
E.g. What instrument 
has the musician 
used?  

 

 Express opinions 
about a piece of music.  

 

 Partner talk and class 
discussions to give 
opinions about how a 
piece of music or 
performance art 
makes them feel. E.g. 
It makes me feel… 
because…..  

 

 Working in a group to 
compose a song to 
perform with musical 
instruments and song 
lyrics.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 Use of inter-related 
dimensions of music 
and key vocabulary 
throughout the topic. 

 Partner talk and 
class discussions to 
describe what they 
can hear. E.g. I can 
hear…… 

 

 Partner talk and 
class discussions to 
give opinions about 
the work of a 
musician and how it 
makes they want to 
move or feel. E.g. It 
makes me want to 
jump because….. 

 
 

 Opportunities to 
discuss the 
composition of a 
piece of music and 
justify their 
reasoning. E.g The 
pulse/beat or the 
tempo.  

 

 To manipulate their 
voice, thinking 
about others when 
performing. E.g. 
projecting their 
voice.  

 

 Working in a group 
share idea to be 
able to compose a 
piece of music, 
using musical 
instruments and 
their voice.  

 Opportunities to discuss 
how changes and in 
sound can create a 
mood, or tell a story.  

 

 Partner talk and class 
discussions about 
similarities and 
differences between 
composers and musical 
genres. E.g. This is the 
same because….  

 

 Create and perform 
simple melodies, as part 
of an ensemble and or a 
solo.  

 

 Orally give feedback to 
other musicians as part 
of an audience. 

 

 Change their voice to 
add expression when 
singing.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Use of inter-related 
dimensions of music and 
key vocabulary 
throughout the topic. 



 

 

 Use of inter-related 
dimensions of music 
and key vocabulary 
throughout the 
topic. 


