
 

Common Road Infant and Nursery School 
EYFS Reading Spine – Core Texts  
 
Our reading spine is a collection of recommended books that are shared texts in class. Each book has been 
carefully chosen to introduce new vocabulary, expose our children to different text structures, and to promote a 
love of reading. Children develop a deep understanding of each text through multi-sensory experiences, oracy 
opportunities and provision enhancements.  
The core texts in EYFS consist of literacy texts, repeated reads and ‘Fab 5’.  
 

 
 
 
 
 

Nursery ‘Gold and Old’ Classics 
These books are placed in a basket so nursery staff can share these classic stories with the children during daily story sessions.  

The Gruffalo by Julia 
Donadson 

Dear Zoo by Rod Campbell 
 

 

The Tiger who Came to Tea by 
Judith Kerr 

 

Where’s Spot? By Eric Hill 

 

Shark in the Park by Nick Sharratt 

 

Not Now, Bernard by David 
McKee 

 

Burglar Bill by Janet and Allan 
Ahlberg 

 

Whatever Next by Jill Murphy 

 

We’re Going on an Egg Hunt 
by Martha Mumford 

 
 

Guess How Much I Love You by 
Sam McBratney 

 



 

 

Nursery Core Texts 
Autumn 1 

Marvellous Me 
 

 

Owl Babies by Martin Waddell 
 

 

We’re Going on a Bear Hunt 
by Michael Rosen 

 

  

Autumn 2 
Transport 

The Whales on the Bus by 
Katrina Charman 

 

Whatever Next by Jill Murphy 

 

The First Christmas by Rod 
Campbell 

 

 

Spring 1 
People who Help 
us (Superheroes) 

The Little Red Hen by Ladybird 
Pictures  

 

Super Daisy by Kes Gray 

 

  

Spring 2 
People who Help 

us 

Ness the Nurse by Nick Sharratt

 

The Ugly Duckling by Mara 
Alperin 

 

  



 

Summer 1 
Traditional Tales 

The Three Little Pigs by Nicola 
Baxter 

 

The Three Billy Goats Gruff by 
Mara Alperin 

 

  

Summer 2 
Growing  

Oliver’s Vegetables by Vivian 
French 

 

The Very Hungry Caterpillar by 
Eric Carle 

 

  

 
 

Reception Core Texts 
Autumn 1 

Marvelous Me 
 

Literacy 
 

These texts will be read through 
‘Magic of Stories’ the week 

before they are used in Writing. 

 The Gingerbread Man 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Pumpkin Soup  
by Helen Cooper 

 



 

Autumn 1 
Marvelous Me 

 
Magic of Stories 

The Girls by Lauren 
Ace and Jenny 

Lovlie

 

Six Dinner Sid by 
Inga Moore

 

Funnybones by 
Janet and Allan 

Ahlberg

 

Room on the Broom by 
Julia Donaldson 

 

 

Your Fantastic 
Elastic Brain by 

Joann Deak 

 

All Join In by 
Quentin Blake  

 

Autumn 2 
Traditional Tales 

 
Literacy  

These texts will be read through 
‘Magic of Stories’ the week 

before they are used in Writing. 

Goldilocks and the Three 
Bears by Mara Alperin 

 

Little Red Riding Hood by 
Mara Alperin 

 

  
 

Autumn 2 
Traditional Tales 

 
Magic of Stories 

Stick Man by Julia 
Donaldson 

 

Not Now, Bernard 
by David McKee 

 

Peace at Last by 
Jill Murphy 

Chapati Moon by 
Pippa Goodhart 

 

What a Waste by 
Jess French 

 

Wriggle and Roar by 
Julia Donaldson 

 

Spring 1 
People who Help 
us (Superheroes) 

 
Literacy  

Supertato by Sue Hendra 

 

A Practical Present for 
Philippa Pheasant 

 

Burglar Bill by 
Janet and Alan Ahlberg 

 

 



 

Spring 1 
People who Help 
us (Superheroes) 

 
Magic of Stories 

Super Daisy by Kes 
Gray 

 

 Cotton Wool Colin 
by Jeanne Willis 

 

The Runaway Wok by 
Ying Chang 
Compestine 

 

Amy Wu and the 
Perfect Bao by Kat 

Zhang 

 

We Love Chinese 
New Year by Saviour 

Pirotta 

 
Spring 2 

Transport 
 

Literacy  
 

These texts will be read through 
‘Magic of Stories’ the week 

before they are used in Writing. 

The Train Ride by June Crebbin 

 

  
 

 

Spring 2 
Transport 

 
Magic of Stories 

Each Peach Pear 
Plum by Allan 

Ahlberg 

 

Aliens Love 
Underpants by 

Claire Freedman  

 

Ravi’s Roar by 
Tom Percival  

 

We’re Going on a Bear 
Hunt by Michael Rosen  

 

Oi Frog!, by Kes 
Gray 

 

 

Summer 1 
Growing and 

Changing 
 

Literacy  
These texts will be read through 

‘Magic of Stories’ the week 
before they are used in Writing. 

The Enormous Turnip 

 

Jaspers Beanstalk by Nick 
Butterworth 

 

 

Growing Frogs by Vivian 
French 

 

 



 

Summer 1 
Growing and 

Changing 
 

Magic of Stories 

Yucky Worms by 
Vivian French

 

Anna Hibiscus’ Song 
by Atinuke 

 

The Tiny Seed by 
Eric Carle 

 

What the Ladybird 
Heard by Julia 

Donaldson 

 

  

Summer 2 
Under the Sea  

 
Literacy  

These texts will be read through 
‘Magic of Stories’ the week 

before they are used in Writing. 

The Rainbow Fish 
By Marcus Pfister 

 

Commotion in the Ocean 
by Giles Andreae 

 

  

Summer 2 
Under the Sea 

 
Magic of Stories 

The Kindest Red by 
Ibtihaj Muhammed 

 

Once Upon an 
Alphabet by Oliver 

Jeffers  

 

Whatever Next by 
Jill Murphy 

 

Barry the Fish with 
Fingers by Sue Hendra 

 

How to Catch a Star 
by Oliver Jeffers 

 

Out of the Blue by 
Robert Tregoning 

 
 


