
 

Common Road Infant and Nursery School 
Year 1 Reading Spine – Core Texts  
 
Our reading spine is a collection of recommended books that are shared texts in class. Each book has been 
carefully chosen to introduce new vocabulary, expose our children to different text structures, and to promote a 
love of reading. Children develop a deep understanding of each text through oracy opportunities and the teaching 
sequence for writing or Magic of Stories.  
The core texts in Year 1 consist of literacy texts, Magic of Stories and ‘Fab 5’.  
 

Year 1 Core Texts 
Autumn 1 
Living in 

Castle Times 
 

Literacy 

Jack and the Beanstalk 
Gill Munton 

 

The Smartest Giant in Town 
Julia Donaldson 

 

The Day the Dragons Came 
  
 

 

Autumn 1 
Living in 

Castle Times 
 

Magic of 
Stories 

Tiddler 
Julian Donaldson 

 

Princesses Break Free 
Timothy Knapman 

 

Five Minutes Peace 
Jill Murphy 

 

Billy and the Dragon 
Nadia Shireen 

 

Ruby’s Worry 
Tom Percival 

 
 

Peep Inside the Castle 
Anna Milbourne 

 
 

The Puffin Book of 
Fantastic First Poems 

June Crebbin 

 

Autumn 2 
Living in 

Castle Times 
 

Literacy  

Zog 
Julia Donaldson 

 

(Recount of Conisbrough 
Castle Trip) 

  



 

Autumn 2 
Living in 

Castle Times 
 

Magic of 
Stories 

The Knight that wouldn’t 
Fight 

Helen and Thomas 
Docherty 

 

Meerkat Mail 
Emily Gravett 

 

It’s a No Money Day 
Kate Milner 

 

Grandad’s Secret Giant 
David Litchfield  

 

Rudey’s Windy Christmas 
Helen Bough 

 

Space Café 
Conrad Burdekin 

 

Additional Fab 
5 
 

How to be a Viking  
Cressida Cowell 

 
George and the Dragon  

Chris Wormwell 
 

Stick Man 
Julia Donaldson 

 
 

The Huge Bag of Worries 
Virginia Ironside 

 

Sammy Spider’s First 
Hanukkah 

Sylvia Rouss 

 

When the Dragons Came 
Lynne Moore 

 

Penguin 
Polly Dunbar 

 

Spring 1 
The Rescue 

 
Literacy  

 

Tiddler 
Julian Donaldson 

 

Lost and Found 
Oliver Jeffers 

 
 

  

Spring 1 
The Rescue 

 
Magic of 
Stories 

Eyes that Kiss in the 
Corner 

Joanna Ho 

 

Octopants 
Suzy Senior 

 

Perfectly Norman 
Tom Percival* 

 

Molly and the Stormy 
Sea 

Malachy Doyle 
 
 

Grandma Bird 
Benji Davies 

 

Sea Rescue 
Deborah Chancellor 

 
Mustard, Custard, 
Grumble Belly and  

Gravy 
Michael Rosen* 

Spring 2 
The Rescue 

 

Grandad’s Island 
Benji Davies 

(Recount of Scarborough Trip)   



 

Literacy  

 
Spring 2 

The Rescue 
 

Magic of 
Stories 

Storm Whale 
Benji Davies* 

 

I Talk Like a River 
Jordan Scott 

 

Funnybones 
Janet and Allan Ahlberg* 

 

Bloom 
Anne Booth 

 
 

 
 
 

Tree Full of Wonder 
Anna Smithers  

 
 

Stems 
Vijaya Khisty Bodach 

 
 
 

 
 

The Puffin Book of 
Fantastic First Poems 

June Crebbin 
 

Additional Fab 
5 
 

That Rabbit belongs to 
Emily Brown  

Cressida Cowell 

 
 

Barry the Fish with 
Fingers 

Sue Hendra 

 

The Koala who Could 
Rachel Bright 

 

   

Summer 1 
The Great Fire 

of London 
 

Literacy  

Toby and the Great Fire of London 
Margaret Nash 

 

   

Summer 1 
The Great Fire 

of London 
 

You’re so Amazing 
James and Lucy 

Catchpole 

 

Man on the Moon 
Simon Bartram 

 

Beegu 
Alexis Deacon 

 

Lila and the Secret of 
Rain 

David Conway 
 

 

Biscuit Bear 
Mini Grey 

 

 The Hungrumptious 
Blumpfh 

Conrad Burdekin 

 



 

Magic of 
Stories 

 

Summer 2 
The Great Fire 

of London 
 

Literacy  

The Invisible 
Tom Percival 

 
 

(Recount of Fire of London 
day) 

  

Summer 2 
The Great Fire 

of London 
 

Magic of 
Stories 

Traction Man 
Mini Grey* 

 

Gecko’s Echo 
Lucy Rowland 

 

The Proudest Blue 
Ibtihaj Muhammad* 

 

Meesha Makes Friends 
Tom Percival* 

 
 
 

 

Grandad’s Camper 
Harry Woodgate 

 

Fantastically Great 
Women Who Saved the 

Planet 
Kate Pankhurst 

 
Poetry read aloud: 

Mustard, Custard, 
Grumble Belly and  

Gravy 
Michael Rosen* 

 

Additional Fab 
5 
 

Handa’s Surprise 
Eileen Browne 

 

 
 
 
 

Tad 
Benji Davies 

 

 
 
 

Meesha Makes Friends 
Tom Percival  

 

 

We are Going on a Lion 
Hunt 

David Axtell 

 

Aliens love Underpants 
Claire Freedman 

 

 

 


