
 

Common Road Infant and Nursery School 
Year 2 Reading Spine – Core Texts  
 
Our reading spine is a collection of recommended books that are shared texts in class. Each book has been 
carefully chosen to introduce new vocabulary, expose our children to different text structures, and to promote a 
love of reading. Children develop a deep understanding of each text through oracy opportunities and the teaching 
sequence for writing, class reading or Magic of Stories.  
The core texts in Year 2 consist of literacy texts, Magic of Stories, whole class reading texts and ‘Fab 5’.  
 
 
 

Year 2 Core Texts 
Autumn 1 

Magnificent 
Miners 

 
Literacy 

Town is by the Sea 
Joanne Schwartz 

 

(Recount of Magnificent 
Miners Trip) 

 

  
 

 

Autumn 1 
Magnificent 

Miners 
 

Magic of 
Stories 

The Bear and the 
Piano 

David Litchfield 

I am Nefertitit 
Annemarie Anang 

 

Grandad’s Island 
Benji Davies* 

Weirdo               
Zadie Smithy and 

Nick Laird 

 

The Day the Crayons 
Quit 

Drew Daywalt

 

Professor Astro Cat’s 
Solar System Dominic 

Walliman and Ben 
Newman 

 
 

Supersonic Gran 
Conrad Burdekin 

 

 

Autumn 1 
Magnificent 

Miners 
 

Castles 
Maggie Freeman 

 

The Story of Castles 
Lesley Sims 

 

Mr Cool 
Jacqueline Wilson 

 

Please Mrs Butler 
Alan Ahlberg 

 



 

Reading Group 
Autumn 2 

Magnificent 
Miners 

 
Literacy  

Where the Poppies Now Grow 
Hilary Robinson 

   

The Tunnel 
Anthony Browne 

 

  

Autumn 2 
Magnificent 

Miners 
 

Magic of 
Stories 

The Tear Thief 
Carol Ann-Duffy 

 

Emily Brown and the 
Thing 

Cressida Cowell 

 

The Crayon’s Christmas 
Drew Daywalt* 

 

The Invisible 
Tom Percival 

 

David Attenborough 
Maria Isabel Sanchez 

Vegara 

 

A First Book of Nature 
Nicola Davies 

 
 

Autumn 2 
Magnificent 

Miners 
 

Class Reading 

 Grace Darling 
Anita Ganeri 

Marshmallow Clouds 
Ted Kooser 

 

A First Book of Nature 
Nicola Davies 

 

 

Additional Fab 
5 
 

Into the Forest 
Anthony Browne 

 

Spring 1 
The Unsinkable 

Ship 
 

The Storm Whale 
Benji Davies 

Bog Baby 
Jeanne Willis 

  



 

Literacy  

  
Spring 1 

The Unsinkable 
Ship 

Magic of 
Stories 

Pirate Mums 
Jodie Lancet-Grant 

 

The True Story of the 
Three Little Pigs 

Jon Scieszka 

 

Leon and the Place 
Between 

Grahame Baker-Smith 

 

Tyrannosaurus Drip 
Julia Donaldson* 

 

Picasso 
Maria Isabel Sanchez 

Vegara* 
 

 

The Owl and the 
Pussycat 

Edward Lear 

 

Spring 1 
The Unsinkable 

Ship 
 

Class Reading 

You Wouldn’t Want to be a Victorian 
Miner John Malam 

 
 

Polonius the Pit Pony 
Richard O’Neil 

 

  

Spring 2 
The Unsinkable 

Ship 
 

Literacy  

       Meerkat Mail 
 

(Recount of Titanic Day)   

Spring 2 
The Unsinkable 

Ship 
 

Magic of 
Stories 

The Owl Who was Afraid 
of the Dark 

Jill Tomlinson 

 

Mixed 
Aree Chung 

 

Mr Majeika 
Humphrey Carpenter 

 

Two Places to Call Home 
Phil Earle 

 

Everything Under the 
Sun 

Molly Oldfield 

 

Teacher’s Pick Their 
Noses 

Conrad Burdekin 

 

Spring 2 If You Were a Kid aboard the Titanic 
Josh Gregory 

The Owl and the Pussy Cat 
Edward Lear 

  



 

The Unsinkable 
Ship 

 
Class Reading   

Additional Fab 
5 
 

The Storm Whale in Winter 
Benji Davies 

 
 

The Pirates Next Door 
Jonny Duddle 

 

Jim and the Beanstalk 
Raymond Briggs 

 

 

Summer 1 
Nurturing 

Nurses 
 

Literacy  

Burger Boy 
Alan Durant 

 

   

Summer 1 
Nurturing 

Nurses 
 

Magic of 
Stories 

Flat Stanley 
Jeff Brown 

 

The Rainbow Bear 
Michael Morpurgo 

 

George’s Marvellous 
Medicine 

Roald Dahl 

 

My Beautiful Voice 
Joseph Coelho 

 

Everything Under the 
Sun 

Molly Oldfield 

 

Poems for Young 
Children 

Chosen by Philip 
Hawthorn 

 

Summer 1 
Nurturing 

Nurses 
 

Class Reading 

The Bravest Man in the World 
Patricia Polacco 

 

The Frost Goblin 
Abi Elphinstone 

 

Teachers Pick their Noses (Dancing Mrs 
Walker) 

 

 

Summer 2 The Snail and the Whale (Recount of Hepworth Trip)   



 

Nurturing 
Nurses 

 
Literacy  

Julia Donaldson 

 
Summer 2 
Nurturing 

Nurses 
 

Magic of 
Stories 

The Twits 
Roald Dahl 

 

Paddington Bear 
Michael Bond 

 

My Name is Not Refugee 
Kate Milner 

 
 

Our Tower 
Joseph Coelho 

 

Fantastically Great 
Women Who Changed 

the World 
Kate Pankhurst 

 

The Baked Bean Queen 
Conrad Burdekin 

 

Summer 2 
Nurturing 

Nurses 
 

Class Reading 

Bold Women in Black History 
Vashti Harrison 

 

Florence Nightingale 
Lucy Lethbridge 

 

Barbara Hepworth Fact File 

 

Poems from a Green and Blue Planet 
Edited by Sabrina Mahfouz 

 

Additional Fab 
5 
 

The Dish and the Spoon 
Mini Grey 

 

Great Adventurers 
Alistair Humphreys 

 

  

 


