Music Policy Common Road Infant and Nursery School

Introduction

At Common Road Infant and Nursery School we aim to help the children to develop a love of music and
support them in developing a secure subject knowledge. We have implemented a scheme of work developed
by Wakefield Music Service using the online platform Charanga to provide a relevant, challenging and
enjoyable curriculum for music for all the children in school.

The Charanga Musical School Scheme provides teachers with week-by-week lesson support for each year
group in the school. It is ideal for specialist and non-specialist teachers and provides lesson plans,
assessment, clear progression, and engaging and exciting resources to support every lesson. The scheme
supports all the requirements of the national curriculum and provides multiple opportunities to play tuned
and un-tuned instruments.

In line with the curriculum for music and guidance from Ofsted, this scheme moves away from the previous
levels and learning objective/outcome concepts to an integrated, practical, exploratory and child-led
approach to musical learning.

The music specialist supports teachers to deliver a high quality music education that engages the pupils to
develop a love of music and develop their talents as musicians.

Through our teaching of music, we aim to expose children to a range of genres of music and introduce them
to some of the world's best pieces of music across the ages.

Aims

We aim to provide children with a consistent approach to a practical, progressive musical experiences which
are enjoyable, varied and stimulating. We do this through the national curriculums aims, vision and strategic
functions of the national plan for music with 'Charanga’ to support this. The publication and update of the
music development plan will set out how school will deliver high-quality music provision in curriculum music,
co-curricular music and musical experiences.

At Common Road we aim to provide opportunities for all children to play, sing, create and enjoy music, develop
skills, to appreciate a wide variety of musical styles and genres and to begin to make judgements about the
quality of music.

Music Education and Musical Opportunities at Common Road Infant and Nursery School:

e Provide children with the opportunity to learn in a variety of ways by performing and composing
music by themselves, in groups and as a class.

e Promotes all children's achievements in music through a variety of performance opportunities
within school and the wider community.

e Provides all children with the opportunity to express themselves creatively and to develop their
musical skills through an understanding of the inter-related dimensions of music - pitch, rhythm,
dynamics, duration, timbre, texture and structure, using both instruments and voices.

¢ Enable children to develop skills in both listening and appraising and evaluate their own and others
compositions and performances.

e To enable children to develop an ability fo read and write music using musical signs, symbols and
staff notation.

o Develop an appreciation of music created by their peers, visiting musicians and the music of great
composers and cultures across time, styles and genres.



e Increase awareness of how music is produced, for example, through the use of instruments,
musical processes and technology.

o Develop their overall, confidence, self-esteem, creativity and resilience through musical activity.

Roles and Responsibilities
The role of the music co-ordinator is to:
e Worite and update the music policy
¢ Provide advice and encouragement regarding the teaching of music
e Audit and monitor music resources.
¢ Monitor and review the teaching and learning of music.
e Attend training, network meetings, and disseminate information.
e Review strengths and areas for development through the school music Education Plan.
e Liaise with Wakefield Music Services (WMS)

Early Years Foundation Stage

The teaching of music in the foundation stage allows children to explore music through the Creative
Development area of learning through_singing, role play, story, dance and movement. They have daily
access to a range of percussion instruments and sound makers.

Key Stage 1
Key stage 1 Pupils should be taught to:
e use their voices expressively and creatively by singing songs and speaking chants and rhymes
¢ play tuned and untuned instruments musically
o listen with concentration and understanding to a range of high-quality live and recorded music
o Experiment with, create, select and combine sounds using the inter-related dimensions of music.

Pedagogical approaches

The Music curriculum is planned collaboratively by leaders and teachers. In a series of lessons children will
be taught both disciplinary and substantive knowledge in music which has been carefully chosen and planned
to be progressive from the EYFS. Vocabulary is carefully chosen and is explicitly taught in music sessions.
Music teaching focuses on enabling children to think as creatively, they have to opportunity to appraise art
from different movements by different artists, be taught specific skills as outlined in the national
curriculum through the strands of Performing, Composing, Listening and Appraising. These strands are
taught in an integrated way with sound as the predominant language.

Teachers use pedagogical approaches to learning taking into account the science of cognitive load theory,
memory and retention. They build into lessons opportunity to review taught content in a variety of ways to
ensure that children retain the knowledge and skills they have been taught.



The content of the programmes of study is implemented mainly through ‘Charanga’ and Music in Action.
The teaching of music is based on these schemes of work that are progressive and build on previous work
and experiences.

Music teaching and personal and social development

Music contributes significantly to the teaching of personal and social development. Children develop self-
confidence by having opportunities to express themselves creatively through music in all strands.

Self- confidence is developed through preforming and creating musical pieces. Children own skills to make
judgements about how they can improve their own and others work. This ensures that it is clear to each
pupil the next steps they need to make further progress and increase the quality and depth of their music
making.

Through listening and appraising, children learn how music can represent thoughts and feelings for
example through the interrelated dimensions of music; describing the pitch, tempo, or dynamic. It also
builds children's cultural capital learning about musicians being from different countries and cultures
developing tolerance and respect for others.

Extra -curricular and Ensemble opportunities

Children have additional opportunities to develop their understanding of skills in music through extra-
curricular activities provided by the teaching staff. These include singing and music themed assemblies,
and choir.

All children have opportunities to join together in performances throughout the school year, performing
together as a class or year group such as nativities, class assemblies and end of Key stage performances.

Pupils with SEND

All children can achieve, at their own level in music. Their SEN should not be considered a limiting factor,
and all should be encouraged to participate fully.

They should be encouraged to explore how the music of a variety of genres, and from different

cultures makes them feel, and express this through the means most suitable to their differing needs.
They should be encouraged to make music using funed and untuned instruments that reflect their
understanding and appreciation of a variety of stimuli that are adapted where needed. Any adaptations to
the accessibility of music will be carried out through teacher assessment and through identification of
the needs of the child in children's SEN plans.

Assessment and recording

On-going assessments are established through regular observations and monitoring of children s
confidence, participation and recollection of substantive knowledge.

Children demonstrate their ability in music in a variety of different ways. Teachers will assess children's
work in music by making informal judgments as they observe them during lessons. On completion of a piece
of work, the teacher assesses the work and gives oral feedback, as necessary, to inform future progress.

The music subject leader monitors, looks at and listens to examples of children's work and speaks with
children from each year group in order to monitor the expected levels of achievement in school.



Resources/Health and safety
Resources are monitored annually by the music co-ordinator. Stock and maintenance checks are carried
out on a regular basis in order to provide high quality musical resources.

Music resources are mainly located in the school hall. These resources include a drum kit, samba equipment,
hand chimes, keyboard, recorders, ukuleles and a wide variety of funed and percussion instruments that are
stored in labelled cupboards

The children are shown how to use tools and other pieces of equipment safely as per the risk assessment
for the teaching of music.

Monitoring and review

The monitoring of music across the school is the responsibility of the subject leader. Music is reviewed
through lesson observations and pupil's voice as a key aspect of the monitoring process and is taken into
account through pupil discussions about subject knowledge and music in general.

Music Leader: Lauren Hulme
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