
 

Common Road Infant and Nursery School 
Writing Sequence 
 
Nursery 
Week 1 
 
Introduce 
the book 
 
Key 
vocabulary  
 
 

Day 1 – Talking tub session/ hook:  
Show key items/props from the book and have the book wrapped up in the tub. Discuss the items. Can the children 
name what book it is from the items? Unwrap the book and encourage the children to predict what the book might 
be about.  
or  
Have an event or activity planned to really capture the children’s attention. Discuss what has happened/ is 
happening. Encourage the children to think about what book this hook might be linked to.  
Day 2 – Introduce the book:  
Introduce two of the ‘key vocabulary’ words.  
Read the book without showing the pictures and use actions/ props where relevant.  
Day 3 – Re-read the book:  
Review the previously taught key vocabulary.  
Introduce two more of the words.  
Read the book from start to finish, showing the children the images this time.  
Day 4 – Joint read:  
Review all of the key vocabulary. 
Read the book from start to finish, pausing at relevant points for the children to join in.  

Week 2 
 
Story map  
 
Oral 
rehearsal  
 

Day 1 – Ordering the story:  
Read the book from start to finish, pausing at relevant points for the children join in.  
Have five images of the key events from the book. Work with the children to put these in the correct order.  
Hang these on the washing line in the classroom.  
Day 2 – Story map:  
Recap the key events from the story.  
Build up a story map with the children whilst looking through the book.  
Step-by-step, children to repeat and join in with the actions and oral rehearsal.  
Day 3 – Oral rehearsal:  
Step-by-step, children to repeat and join in with the actions and oral rehearsal.  



 

Day 4 – Role play/ experience   
Have the story/ props set out on a large scale so the children can act out the story from start to finish (e.g. for the 
core text ‘We’re Going on a Bear Hunt’, have the mud, grass, snowstorm, forest and cave set up for the children to 
explore and act out going on their own bear hunt).   
or  
Plan a first-hand experience linked to the book (such as baking bread for ‘The Little Red Hen’).  

 
Reception 
Week 1 
 
Stimulus 
from the 
text 

Day 1 – Move the book display from Magic of Stories to Literacy, and show 
the children. Read the book:  
Review key vocabulary from Magic of Stories. Introduce the story props 
Bring the book to life with props, modelling how to use them and tell the story 
with props. The props are then put in provision. 
Day 2 – Story map:  
Recap the key events from the story.  
Build up a story map as the children watch. Adult to ‘think aloud’ while 
drawing the pictures in order from start to finish 
Day 3 – Oral rehearsal:  
Adult to model acting out the story using the story map.  
Step-by-step, children to repeat and join in with the actions and oral rehearsal.  
Day 4 – writing session from the text (see writing progression).  Teacher 
models the writing using the story map, word mats, working wall and sound 
mats, if appropriate. 

Writing progression:- 
 
Every session - name writing; 
independently, then supported; 
hand over hand/copying 
underneath/using a name card if 
needed 
 
Children must have been taught 
their single letter sounds/special 
friends before being expected to 
use them in their writing. 
 
Children should progressively work 
through these stages based on 
their RWI group and writing 
ability. 

 Write the initial sounds 
 Write cvc words 

Week 2 
 
 
Stimulus 
from first-
hand 

Day 1 – Oral rehearsal:  
Work through the story map, all children orally rehearsing and joining in with 
the actions.  
Day 2 – Role play/ experience:  
Have the story/ props set out on a large scale so the children can act out the 
story from start to finish (e.g., for core text ‘The Train Ride’, have the train’s 



 

experience/ 
role play  
 
 

journey and the places it passes through as small world stations – seaside 
town, farm, etc. - and the children role play getting on the train and passing 
these).  
or  
Plan a first-hand experience linked to the book (such as safely crossing the road 
when reading ‘A Practical Present for Phillipa Pheasant’)  
Day 3 – Ordering the experience:  
Recap what the children did/ experienced in the previous session.  
Have images of the children having this experience and work with the children 
to place these in the correct order. Hang these on the washing line in the 
classroom.  
Day 4 – writing session from the experience (see writing progression).  Teacher 
models the writing using the photographs, word mats, working wall and sound 
mats, if appropriate. 
 

 Write a cvc word at the 
end of a sentence (sentence 
written by an adult) 

 Build a simple sentence 
with an adult 

 Hold and write a simple 
dictated sentence  

 
 
 
 

 
Marking writing in Reception  



 

 Date / learning outcome sticker to be stuck in for each 
piece of writing.  

 Record any comments at the end of a piece of work. 
Model good handwriting when responding. 

 Incorrect letter formation to be modelled and practiced 
three times. 

 Incorrect spellings (at the child’s level) to be corrected at 
the end of the piece of work, by filling in the lines with 
the correct sound/s  

 HOH – hand over hand code used when a child is 
supported to form a letter 

 Tick the success criteria (when achieved) on the outcome 
sticker 

 
  
 

 

 
 
Year 1 
Week 1 
 
Oral rehearsal 

Day 1 – introduce key text and read it.  Hook the children in with key 
text wrapped/in a bag with props.  Sequence the story on the washing 
line. 
Day 2 – read the book.  Draw the story map, put the actions to it 
and chant the sentences. 
Day 3 – recap the book.  Orally rehearse the story map.  Cover a 
section of the story map and say what is missing.  In pairs act out 
aspects of the story and guess what part it is. 

Writing progression:- 
 
Every session - name writing; 
independently, then using a name card if 
needed (until they can write their name 
confidently independently) 
 



 

Day 4 - recap the book.  Orally rehearse the story map.  Talk about 
the main characters and do hot seating, freeze frames of the emotions 
of the characters. 
Day 5 - recap the book.  Orally rehearse the story map.  Children re-
order the story map and retell the story with a partner.  Draw the 
story map by memory. 
 

Children must have been taught their 
single letter sounds/special friends before 
being expected to use them in their 
writing. 
 
Children should progressively work 
through these stages based on their RWI 
group and writing ability. 

 Write a cvc word at the end of a 
sentence (sentence written by an 
adult) 

 Copy a sentence and write the 
cvc word/cut and re-order a 
sentence 

 Hold and write a simple dictated 
sentence (sentences adapted for 
children who are not at the 
expected RWI level) 

 Write their own sentences from 
the oral rehearsal and following 
the story map. 

 
 
 
 

Week 2 
 
Skills lessons 

Day 1 – recap the book.    
Each day the children orally rehearse the story map. 
Depending upon the text and time of year skills lessons reflect the half 
termly expectations (see document) eg spelling red words, use of and, 
suffixes, adjectives 

Week 3 
 
Writing 

Day 1 – orally rehearse the section to be written that day. Write the 
beginning of the story/recount.  Teacher to model writing one 
sentence at a time, chanting MT/YT.  Teacher models holding the 
sentence and using the story map, skills posters, word mats, working 
wall, sound mats. 
 
Continue to write a section of the story/recount each day, with the 
teacher doing a modelled write/hold a sentence throughout the 
session. 
 
More able writers – write the full section, do not wait for the hold a 
sentence.  

Week 3/4 
 
Presentation 
piece 

When the children are ready they copy their writing, focusing on their 
presentation and handwriting.  Copy amended spellings and 
punctuation from the lesson.  All children to do a presentation piece in 
the summer term.  . 

 



 

 Marking writing in Year 1  
 Date / learning outcome sticker to be stuck in at the 

beginning of a unit of work. Pieces in between to be 
dated. 

 Model good handwriting when responding. 
 Incorrect letter formation to be modelled and practiced 

three times. 
 Incorrect spellings (at the child’s level) to be corrected at 

the end of the piece of work, by filling in the lines with 
the correct sound/s  

 HOH – hand over hand code used when a child is 
supported to form a letter 

 For green books; record the following codes in the 
margin (age and stage appropriate) for correcting:- C-
capital letter/P-punctuation/H-handwriting/Sp-spelling 

 Incorrect spellings, letter formation, sentences with 
finger spaces can be written at the end of the work for 
pupils to practise. 

 Small tick to mark success criteria (eg above a red 
word) 

 

 

 
 
Year 2 
Week 1 
 
Oral rehearsal 
 

Day 1 – introduce key text and read it.  Hook the children in with key 
text wrapped/in a bag with props.  Sequence the story on the washing 
line.  

Writing progression:- 
 



 

Generation of 
Ideas 

Day 2 – read the book.  Draw the story map. Put the actions to the 
story map and chant the sentences.  
Day 3 – read the book.  Orally rehearse the story map.  Children 
work in pairs and orally retell the story using their story maps. 
Day 4 - read the book.  Orally rehearse the story map. Generate 
vocabulary eg talk about the main characters and do freeze frames 
for the emotions of the characters, build up a bank of emotions.   
Day 5 - recap the book.  Orally rehearse the story map. Generate 
vocabulary eg Teacher and TA to model hot seating a character.  
Children take on the role of the character and person asking the 
questions, build up a bank of adjectives to describe a character. 

Every session - name writing for 
children who are unable to write their full 
name independently 
 
Children must have been taught their 
sounds/special friends before being 
expected to use them in their writing. 
 
Children should progressively work 
through these stages based on their RWI 
group and writing ability. 

 Hold and write a simple dictated 
sentence (sentences adapted for 
children who are not at the 
expected RWI level) 

 Write their own sentences from 
the oral rehearsal and following 
the story map. 

 Write their own sentences from 
the oral rehearsal, adding 
additional detail. 

 Imitate a story with a different 
character and /or setting. 

With support, then independently:- 
 Edit their writing; correcting 

spelling, grammar and 
punctuation. 

 Revise their writing; improving 
word choice 

Week 2 
 
Skills lessons 

Day 1 – read the book.  Orally rehearse the story map.   
Each day the children orally rehearse the story map. 
Depending upon the text and time of year skills lessons reflect the half 
termly expectations (see document) eg spelling red words, use of 
conjunctions, noun phrases, sentence types 

Week 3 
 
Writing 

Day 1 – orally rehearse the section to be written that day. Write the 
beginning of the story/recount.  Teacher to model writing from the 
story map.  Teacher models writing the sentences and using the story 
map, skills posters, word mats, working wall, sound mats. 
 
Continue to write a section of the story/recount each day, with the 
teacher doing a modelled write at the start of the sentence. 
 
Children edit their paragraph at the end of a session (during the 
lesson if directed by a teacher and this is a repeated error). 
 

Week 3/4 
 

Revise their writing – go back over their writing looking at word 
choice. 



 

Presentation 
piece 

Copy their writing, focusing on their presentation and handwriting.  
Copy amended spellings and punctuation from the lesson. 

 
 
 
 

 
Marking writing in Year 2  

 Date / learning outcome sticker to be stuck in at the 
beginning of a unit of work. Pieces in between to be 
dated. 

 All work to be marked following the codes below. 
 Model good handwriting when responding. 
 Record any comments at the end of a piece of work. 
 Record the following codes in the margin (age and stage 

appropriate) for correcting:- 
 C-capital letter/P-punctuation/H-handwriting/Sp-spelling 
 Incorrect spellings, letter formation, sentences with finger 

spaces can be written at the end of the work for pupils 
to practise. 

 Small tick to mark success criteria (eg above a red word) 
 
  
 

 

 


